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ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS 
 

Abbreviations   General 
CRC     Camera Ready Copy 
DCO     Directorate of Census Operations 
DRG (C & T)    Deputy Registrar General (Census and Tabulation) 
F     Female 
Govt.     Government 
L/lg.     Language 
LSI     Linguistic Survey of India 
M     Male 
MT/mt.    Mother Tongue 
P     Person 
T     Total 
R     Rural 
U     Urban 
U.Ts     Union Territories 
co.     Company 
i.e.     That is 
ed.     Edited 
 
Abbreviations   Grammatical Descriptions 
abl.     Ablative 
acc.     Accusative 
adj.     Adjective 
asp.     Aspirated 
Alv.     Alveolar 
aux./Aux.    Auxiliary 
approx.    Approximate 
Al     Alveolar 
Bi/BL     Bilabial 
Cl     Clause 
C/Con/con/c    Consonant 
Cont.     Continuous 
caus./cau    Causative 
Dent/Dt.    Dative 
Dem./demons    Demonstrative 
e.g.     Example 
emp.     Emphatic 
Fem/F/f./fem    Feminine 
ft./f     Finite  
fut.     Future 
gen./gen/Gen/geni   Genitive 
GL     Glottal 
Hon.     Honorific 
Hum.     Human 



 

xiii 
 

imp.     Imperative 
imperf.     Imperfect 
incl.     Inclusive 
Loc.     Locative 
L.D.     Labio-Dental 
Masc./mas/Mas   Masculine 
Mar.     Marker 
n/N     Noun 
neg.     Negative 
nom.     Nominative 
pass.     Passive 
pcpl.     Participle 
pr.     Present 
pre.     Preposition 
pred.     Predicate 
PL.     Palatal 
Pl     Plural 
Pr.t/pr/pre.ten    Present Tense 
Pt./PT./Past ten   Past Tense 
pr.cont.    Present Continuous 
RT/Ret     Retroflex 
Relat     Relative 
reflex     Reflexive 
SOV     Subject+Object+Verb 
Sing      Singular 
s./sub     Subject 
o./obj/ob    Object 
vb./v     Verb 
Vel.     Velar 
V.CL.     Vowel Cluster 
PP/p     Pages 
L1     First Language 
L2      Second Language 
viz.     Namely 
V/v     Vowel 
etc.     Etcetra 
Neu     Neuter 
Vol/vol    Volume 
Pt.     Part  
Nf     Non-Finite 
VL     Voiceless 
VD     Voiced 
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Symbols Used 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

a Low Central Unrounded Vowel  s Alveolar/Dental Voiceless Fricative 
E Low Mid Front Unrounded Vowel M Velar Nasal 
O Mid Open Back rounded Vowel M’ Palatal Nasal 
A High Mid Central Unrounded Vowel N Retroflex Nasal 
U Lower High back Rounded Vowel R Voiced Retroflex Flap 
I Lower High Front Unrounded Vowel l Alveolar/Dental Voiced Lateral 
i High Front Unrounded Vowel lh Alveolar/Dental Voiced Aspirated Lateral 
e Mid Front Unrounded Vowel r Alveolar Voiced Trill 
o Mid Close Back Rounded Vowel w Bilabial Voiced Approximant/Semi-

Vowel 
u High Back Rounded Vowel y Palatal Voiced Approximant/Semi-Vowel 
p Bilabial Voiceless Stop t Voiceless Alveolar/Dental Stop 
h Voiceless Glottal Fricative th Voiceless Alveolar/Dental Unaspirated 

Stop 
b Bilabial Voiced Stop d Voiced Alveolar/Dental Stop 

ph Bilabial Voiceless Aspirated Stop dh Voiced Alveolar/Dental Aspirated Stop 
bh Bilabial Voiced Aspirated Stop c Voiceless Palatal Stop 
T Retroflex Voiceless Stop L Retroflex Lateral 

Th Retroflex Voiceless Aspirated Stop nh Alveolar/Dental Aspirated Nasal 
D Retroflex Voiced Stop rh Alveolar/Dental Voiced Aspirated Trill 

Dh Retroflex Voiced Aspirated Stop f Labio-Dental Fricative 
j Palatal Voiced Stop  S Voiceless Retroflex Fricative  

ch Palatal Voiceless Aspirated Stop S’ Voiceless Palatal Fricative  
jh Palatal Voiced Aspirated Stop  v Labio-Dental Approximant 
k Velar Voiceless Stop Ø Zero Form 
g Velar Voiced Stop 

 

῀ Nasalisation 
kh Velar Voiceless Aspirated Stop  Equivalent to 
gh Velar Voiced Aspirated Stop V: Long Vowel 
m Bilabial Voiced Nasal > Becomes 
n Alveolar/Dental Voiced Nasal   
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